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e “The author succeeds beautifully in bridging the pernicious gap between
serious and precise mathematical exposition, on the one hand, and general,
non-expert, readership, on the other. ...is a beautifully produced book,
replete with a large number of photographs and a few reproductions of
Zermelo’s handwritten communications. Ernst Zermelo was an important
mathematician, a gunfighter as well as an architect, about whom any
contemporary mathematician should learn a good deal more than what
is presented in university courses on set theory and logic. Ebbinghaus’s
book is perfect for this purpose.” (Michael Berg, MathDL, July, 2007)

e “The book under review, by a prominent logician at the University of
Freiburg, is a splendid in-depth biography of a complex man . ... Ebbing-
haus has done a magnificent job in fleshing out Zermelo’s life and work
He has included in his book much correspondence and an appendix that
contains selected original German versions. A curriculum vitae, many
photos, and full bibliographical references are also provided.” (Philip I.
Davis, STAM News, Vol. 41 (1), January/February, 2008)

e “Ernst Zermelo was part of the coterie of bright young mathematicians
that surrounded Hilbert at Gottingen. .. This is a highly readable and sat-
isfying work that avoids the dry recitation of facts that sometimes plague
biographies about mathematicians. .. The author has striven to present as
complete a portrait as we are likely to get of this complicated man. The
mathematical detail presented is informative . ... The biography proceeds
chronologically and in manageable chunks. The volume contains many
photographs from Gertrud Zermelo’s collection.” (J. M. Plotkin, Mathe-
matical Reviews, Issue 2007 m)

e “Ernst Zermelo (1871-1953) is a figure ripe for biography, and Heinz-
Dieter Ebbinghaus has given an absorbing and well-documented account
of Zermelo’s life and work that provides a coherent portrait of a complex,
difficult, and somewhat tragic personality. ...Ebbinghaus does a good job
of ...providing just the right amount of detail to make clear the nature of
Zermelo’s accomplishments and to whet readers’ interests in learning more
about them, without intimidating nonspecialists. ... The English style is
very good ....” (John W. Dawson, STAM Review, Vol. 50 (1), 2008)



e “This book gives the first English, detailed scientific biography of Ernst
Zermelo .... The presentation of Zermelo’s works explores his motiva-
tions, aims, acceptance and influence on the development of mathematics.
... The book contains more than 40 photos and facsimiles, a large list of
references and an index. It gives new light to all facets of Zermelo’s life
and mathematical achievements and it can be recommended to a wide
audience. The book is suitable for mathematicians, historians of math-
ematics and science, students and teachers.” (European Mathematical
Society Newsletter, June, 2008)

e “Ernst Zermelo was the most influential set-theorist of the first half of
the 20th century. ... There is an extensive list of references and a helpful
chronological vita. The book is well edited .... It is highly recommended
for university libraries and for those interested in the history of math-
ematics of the 20th century.” (Henry E. Heatherly, The Mathematical
Intelligencer, Vol. 31 (1), 2009)

e “Ebbinghaus’ book includes a large number of short excerpts from un-
published sources in their original language, a substantial number of pho-
tographs, a curriculum vitae for Zermelo, a comprehensive bibliography,
and a useful index. It is a very welcome addition to our knowledge of
mathematics in the twentieth century and a great read for anyone inter-
ested in the development of set theory and the life of one of its main
protagonists.” (Henrik Kragh Sgrensen, Zentralblatt MATH, Vol. 1176,
2010)

e “This is an outstanding book in all respects: well written and well orga-
nized, carefully researched with numerous photos and a genuine pleasure
to read. It gives an accurate and detailed description of all of Zermelo’s
contributions to mathematics, not just to set theory. ...This book is
not just a 'must have’ for specialists in set theory and its history. It is
also recommended for logicians and historians of mathematics in general.
Professors may confidently recommend its acquisition by their college or
university library.” (Richard E. Hodel, The Review of Modern Logic, Vol.
11 (1&2), June 2007-December 2008)

From non-English reviews

e “Unter der Mitwirkung von Volker Peckhaus ist Ebbinghaus ein wun-
derbares Buch gelungen, das mich von der ersten bis zur letzten Seite
fasziniert hat. ... Ganz eng an den Quellen . .. entsteht ein Lebensgemalde
dieser einzigartigen Personlichkeit, die viel zu erleiden hatte, aber auch
sperrig war und sein Fahnlein nie in den Wind hing. Das Buch ist durchge-
hend spannend und hervorragend lesbar. Der Springer-Verlag hat das
Buch mit gutem Paper und einem schonen Einband ausgestattet, so dass
auch die duflerliche Form eine Freude ist.” (Thomas Sonar, Mathemati-
sche Semester-Berichte 54, 2007)



e “El extenso trabajo documental de Ebbinghaus y Peckhaus, las precisas
discusiones técnicas y conceptuales de Ebbinghaus, su considerable es-
fuerzo por observar a Zermelo ‘como un todo’, el rigor del detalle, la apre-
ciaciéon ponderada del personaje, hacen de esta biografia una referencia,
si no definitiva (sabemos de los azares del tiempo), al menos actualmente
imprescindible. ...El justo lugar del innovador y polemista Zermelo, que
Ebbinghaus nos ha proporcionado, adquirira entonces una calibracién atn
mas precisa, fundamental no sélo para la historia de la légica matematica,
sino para la historia de las ideas en su conjunto.” (Fernando Zalamea,
Analitica, Revista de Filosofia 3, Lima, 2009)

e “.. . heeft Heinz-Dieter Ebbinghaus met zijn indrukwekkende biografie een
ereschuld van de wiskundige gemeenschap aan Ernst Zermelo ingelost.
... De biograaf verdient dank en bewondering van de wiskundige wereld
voor het corrigeren van ons beeld van een man die van 1904 tot 1908 als
een meteoor door het wiskundig firmament schoot. ...De biografie is niet
alleen een schatkamer van persoonlijke details en van een consciéntieuze
historische inbedding, maar ook een diepgaande analyse van de opvat-
tingen en conflicten die nooit de tijdschriften haalden. ...de Zermelo
biografie is een aanraader, omdat onverwachte gezichtspunkten worden
belicht, en omdat recht wordt gedaan aan een tragische held.” (Dirk van
Dalen, Nieuw Archief voor Wiskunde 5/11, 2010)



